A note from our Executive Director:

Dear Owasso Community Resources Friends,

I want to begin by thanking all of you who continuously support our ef-
forts by contributing to our programs even during these difficult and un-
| easy economic times.

We work dedicatedly to deliver our mission by helping many families and
individuals in our communities of Collinsville and Owasso. For me, these past months have
been enlightening in learning and discovering some of the challenges and opportunities that our
community offers. More than ever, some of our neighbors need a helping hand, whether fi-
nancial or not, situational crisis have many faces and we feel fortunate to be present in our
community to assist them.

So What is Keeping Us Busy? In addition to helping and guiding all the individuals that seek
our help, we held our 3™ Annual Spring Benefit at Bailey Educational Foundation on April 9.
It was a lot of fun and we are very grateful for all the support that we received despite our chal-
lenges this year. This major fundraising event for OCR helps us collect the funds that we need
to help many residents of our communities. Many thanks to all of our guests and sponsors for
their continuous support and contributions. We celebrated the National Volunteer Week from
April 19-24. We hosted an Open House to welcome and show our appreciation to our current
and new volunteers. We are also very proud of one of our special volunteers Marian Nichols,
who received a Presidential Volunteer Service Award through the Tulsa Area United Way for
her inspiring dedication to OCR. We joined Standing in the Gap on May 9 to help with the
Mail Carrier Food Drive which benefits many food pantries in our area. Although it was a rainy
day, it was a lot of fun! Many project are yet to come and I encourage you to get involved.

As you can imagine, the need for our services is increasing and we thank those who support
our mission and help us make things happen.

Sincerely,

Padia gkwnawua
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FEMA Grants OCR $5,000

In June, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) awarded
Owasso Community Resources a $5,000.00 grant to be used by the end of
September 2009 to help pay for emergency utility assistance. Even though
there are very strict guidelines for using the money, it will go a long way in
allowing OCR to help Owasso and Collinsville area residents who are about to
have one of their basic utilities shut off.

By The Numbers:

Collinsville’s population
grew by 6.9% from July 2007
to July 2008 making it the 2nd
fastest growing city in Okla-
homa. Owasso grew by 5.5%
making it the 4th fastest grow-

ing city.
~ US Census Bureau

Tulsa area’s jobless rate
climbed to 6.6% which is

double from May 2008.
~ Oklahoma Employment
Security Commission

On average, OCR is only
able to meet 74% of clients

utility assistance needs.
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Bad Economy Means More Need

On most days we hear another story on the TV or
radio about how the bad economy is affecting
businesses and the government. But here at OCR,
we see everyday how local individuals who have
never asked for assistance before are realizing that
they are going need a little extra help with food or
paying their bills.

This past month, we helped Joe who had been
working as a welder for the same company for over
19 years. He was only six months from retiring
with a nice retirement package. Things had
changed drastically for Joe and his family when he
was laid off in March. Since his dreams of
retirement ended, he has been desperately looking
for another job. He has a family of four, a house
payment, and all the bills and needs that come with
them. He quickly went through their savings to
pay the monthly bills while he applied for job after
job. He even began to look for training in another
field. Then, the utility disconnect notices began
arriving in the mail.

When Joe finally came to OCR for assistance he
was embarrassed and frustrated at having to ask for
help. He was uncomfortable and humbled as he
asked for assistance with keeping their utilities
from being shut off and for some food until he
could find another job and get back on their feet.

We have heard many similar stories these days,
stories of people who never had the need for
OCR, including people had contributed to OCR in
the past. As our economy changed, many people’s
lives changed increasing the number of families in
our community who need help. Although we see
many families every week, we know that many
others continue to silently struggle during these
times. We invite you to join us in reaching out to
those who need a help, together we can make a
big difference in our communities.

“The 211 hotline averaged 10,000 calls a month
from January through May, a 22 percent increase
from the same time last year.”

~Tulsa World July 1, 2009
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Panera Bread
in Owasso

is hosting an
“Event Night” Benefiting OCR
Tuesday, August 18th
5:00 to 9:00 pm

A Big Thank You/!

To the Chili’s Restaurant
@ in Owasso for sponsoring

™ “Owasso Community
su“‘ FUHN
peEPPER IN Resources Day.”

On Tuesday, June 9th, when a patron presented
the flyer, Chili’s donated 10% of their proceeds
from the sale. We also appreciate everyone who
printed out a flyer and ate at Chili’s that day.
Thanks!

To the Owasso Walmart wa I Ma I't
and the Walmart Save money. Live batter
Foundation, Inc.

for their generous donation in June of
$3,000.00 toward our annual programs. The
donation will be used to help fund programs like
Back To School Supplies, Thanksgiving Meals,
and The Giving Tree. Thanks!
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Volunteer Opportunities

Back To School Supply Annual Program

Each year, OCR provides basic school supplies to Owasso
Public School students, PreK-12th grades, who qualify
financially for the assistance. Grade appropriate supplies
are assembled by volunteers in August and students will
receive items before school starts.

Many Hands & Hearts Needed to Bag School Supplies

Volunteers will be assembling basic school supplies for
Owasso students. First Presbyterian Church of Owasso is
our host site once again. They are located at

12800 E. 85™ St. N, across from McAlister’s Deli.

Monday, August 3

10:00 am- ??  Need trucks to pick up supplies from
OCR & Reasor’s then take all to church.

1:00 -3:00 pm Inventory supplies at church.

Tuesday, August 4:
10:00 am - ??  Sort and label supplies on tables.
5:30 -7:30 pm Evening assembling of supplies.

Wednesday, August 5:
10:00 am -12:00 noon Assembling bags with school
supplies.

Thursday, August 6:
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Distribution of bags at the church.

Adults needed for parent check-in, and ages 12 or older
for bags distribution.

Community Health Fair

OCR and Collinsville Church of Christ located at
1010 W. Broadway are partnering up to hold a
Community Health Fair.

Saturday, October 10th:
9:00am—12:00noon

Volunteers will be needed.

We ask that volunteers be of age 12 or older. If you are
interested in helping at any time or day, contact Lori Lane
llane@owassohelps.org or call OCR office at 272-4969.

Even just one hour of your service will be beneficial!

Sandy Freeland Retires

We here at OCR are sad to announce the retire-
ment of Sandy Freeland, LPC. Sandy was one of
the founding members of OCR in 1992. She was
one of three Owasso leaders who got together to
write a grant proposal to get the money needed to
bring basic social services to Owasso and Collins-
ville. They had to start from the beginning by find-
ing a location, hiring a director, and establishing
the mission. It was their intention to coordinate
volunteer activities with a community calendar,
assess the needs in Owasso through monthly meet-
ings, and encourage other social service agencies to
provide services in Owasso.

Sandy has been a licensed personal counselor
(LPC) in Owasso for 15 years. She volunteered
her counseling services to help OCR clients since
2003. Sandy’s last appointment will be July 14th,
but she plans to support OCR when she can.

Thank you Sandy for everything you have done
for OCR and all the people in our community!

We thank our supporters for their dedication to
Investing in Our Community...
One life at a time!

‘_@* Partners ‘@_
Bailey Education Foufi#fation
National Steak & Poultry
Reasor’s

Starbucks

-/ Gold Star Sponsors _/_
Invéstors Title & Escrow Comipany
Lynn and Barbara Owens

. Silver Star Sponsors
“* Bailey Medical Center
Frontier International Trucks, Inc.
Ken Ray Underwood, Law Offices
Oil Capital Electric

Bronze Star Sponsors
Boyd Family Dentistry, Inc.
Generation Designs
RCB Bank
Urgent Care of Green Country

Star Sponsor
First Bank of Owasso




P. O. Box 2280
109 N. Birch #109
Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918-272-4969
Fax: 918-609-0012
aburney@owassohelps.org
www.OwassoHelps.org
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community...
Gne life at a time!
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WANTED:

Website Site Readers
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OCR has been working hard the past
months to develop and improve our
website to communicate better with our
supporters, clients, and even people who
don’t know anything about OCR.
Please take a few minutes to check us out
at www.owassohelps.org
and let us know what you think.
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Top Ten

Items Needed
in the OCR Food Pantry
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Peanut Butter
Jelly
Meal Helpers
Pasta Sauce
Pie Crust Mix
Crackers
Cookies/Snacks
. Frozen Meat
. Instant Mashed Potatoes
0. Diapers




